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GSE TEAM TO ARGENTINA-PARAGUAY  IN 2010 

ñI was thirsty and you  

gave me drink....ò  

ïMatthew 25:35  

Team Leader 

Rotarian Rod Mills 

The Need  

Water is one of the worldôs most 

precious natural resources. However, 

1.1 billion people worldwide lack 

access to safe water. 

When clean water is scarce, all aspects 

of life are affected: health, food 

production, livelihoods and even 

education, because children must 

spend hours collecting water rather 

than attending school. 

Fast facts  

 Every 15 seconds a child dies 

from a water -related illness. 

 2.6 billion people lack basic 

sanitation. 

 88 percent of all diseases in the 

developing world are caused by 

lack of access to clean water, 

sanitation and hygiene. 

 Access to clean water and 

sanitation cuts child mortality 

rates by half. 

 Instead of faucets and taps, 

millions of people have to walk 

long distances to collect water. It 

is the women and children (mostly 

girls) who do this, and it means 

that many children are not able to 

go to school, because it can take 

hours to get the water and bring 

it back home. Even then, the 

water is often dirty and can lead 

to illness.  

 We take clean water for granted-

but more than 1.5 million children 

die each year from diarrhea, 

which results from not having 

access to clean water and 

adequate sanitation facilities.  

 What a difference from just 

turning on a faucet and watching 

it pour out!  

Rotary District 5420ôs Commitment  

 Access to clean water and 

sanitation is the most effective 

form of humanitarian intervention 

for improving lives and is often 

the first Initiative Rotary Dist. 

5420 will undertake in a 

community. 

 We will work to provide clean 

water by drilling boreholes for 

wells and teaching communities to 

collect, transport, puri fy and 

safely store fresh rainwater.  

 We will also help transform arid 

land into fertile fields by 

building gravity-fed clean water 

systems. 

MONTHLY  NEWSLETTER  

Rotary District 5420 
"Show me a great Club President and I will show you a very successful Rotary Club  

- John Kenny RIP 2009-2010 
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Excerpt from ñShowing Up for Life ò 

by Bill Gates Sr. 

 

Many people imagine Rotary Clubs as 

places where businesspeople meet 

once a week to sell each other their 

products. 

Well, I had never been to as many 

Rotary meetings as I have since we 

started our foundation.  Thatôs 

because one cannot be passionate 

about immunizing the worldôs 

children without coming to  revere 

Rotary. 

More than twenty years ago, when 

most volunteer efforts were aimed at 

solving problems that existed down 

the street, Rotary took on a global 

fight nobody believed they could win.  

A fight to end polio worldwide.  

Since then Rotary has revolutionized 

our thinking about the possibilities 

that exist for ordinary people to 

significantly change the world.   

Talk about fighting polio doesnôt stir 

every soul in America anymore 

because it no longer is a serious 

threat here.  But this wasnôt always 

so. 

My daughter Kristi was born in 1953.  

At that time, there were major polio 

epidemics in this country.  No vaccine 

was yet available.  Like so many 

other parents, I worried that if she 

wandered into the wrong swimming 

pool my little girl could contract po lio 

and end up in an iron lung.  

Mass immunization campaigns in the 

1950s and 1960s ended such fears 

for most American parents.  By the 

1980s nobody cared about polio.  

Nobody, that is, but Rotary.  

At that time polio was still paralyzing 

a thousand children a day in poorer 

countries.  Thatôs why in 1985 more 

than a million Rotarians from roughly 

140 countriesðtook on the challenge 

of creating a polio-free world.  

What they have accomplished since 

then defies description.  Worldwide, 

cases of polio have declined by 99 

percent. 

Rotary members have done 

everything from spending their 

vacations immunizing children in 

faraway places, to lobbying heads of 

state; to negotiating cease-fires in 

civil wars long enough to get millions 

of children vaccinated. 

Theyôve shown us how to mobilize 

people, raise more money than 

anybody thought volunteers could, 

and create private-public partnerships 

that can take on large-scale global 

problems. 

I believeðas do most expertsðthat 

Rotary will achieve its audacious goal 

of eradicating global polio. 

Along the way they have taught us 

that when we are inspired to work 

together in the interest of an 

engaging cause, there is no problem 

bigger than we are.  
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Rotary Literacy Month  

highlights literacy and  

education issues around  

the world.  Literacy is the  

foundation for virtually  

all forms of education  

and a crucial component of effective 

social and economic participation, 

human development, and poverty 

reduction. The benefits of literacy to 

society are undisputed. There is also 

a direct connection between literacy 

rates and community health. People 

who are literate are generally more 

aware of health concerns in their 

communities and are therefore 

better equipped to avoid illness. 

March is Rotary 

Literacy Month  

ROTARY CALENDAR  

February  ð World Understanding 

Month 

March  ð Literacy Month 

April  ð Magazine Month 

June ð Rotary Fellowships Month 

July ð New Rotary officers begin 

their year of service. 

August ð Membership and 

Extension Month 

September  ð New Generations 

Month 

October  ð Vocational Service 

Month 

November ð Rotary Foundation 

Month 

December ð Family Month 

January ð Rotary Awareness 

Month 
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The Chiapas Project by Dr. Cesar Diaz, Chair International Projects  

 
In 2007 the Hispano Latino Rotary Club 

of Salt Lake, received a wonderful 

donation from The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints, to be sent 

to Chiapas, Mexico to help the flood 

victims in that area. This project 

started back in 2006 and as acting 

President of the Hispano Latino Club, I 

had the great fortune to meet General 

Authorities of the LDS Church and be 

able to obtain from the church, two 57 

ft . trucks loaded with humanitarian aid 

(including clothing, school supplies, 

hygiene supplies, etc). 

With the help of Rotarians in Texas 

and Mexico, these two trucks with 

humanitarian aid were able to cross 

the US-Mexican border at Brownsville-

Matamoros site, without any problems. 

This is an historical event, because it 

took only three days at the border to 

clear all the donations, and have 

everything cross without difficulty.  

These donations were distributed in 

eight small towns in Chiapas Mexico, 

helping 15,000 people in the area. I 

and other members of our club were 

present in helping distribute these 

items to about 5,000 families. During 

this trip, health care professionals of 

these small towns approached me, 

pleading for us to help them obtain 

medical equipment for their clinics and 

hospitals. 

For the past 18 months, I have had the 

great pleasure of putting together this 

wonderful project that now is 

becoming a reality. We were able to 

connect the Chiapas Government in 

Mexico with Globus Relief a not-for 

profit organization here in Salt Lake 

City, and with the help of the Hispano 

Latino Rotary Club, this incredible 

humanitarian project was created. The 

Chiapas Government purchased at a 

Humanitarian cost all the medical 

equipment from Globus Relief.  

In summary, Clinics and Hospitals in 

the state of Chiapas will be receiving 

the following:  

 31 Mammograms  

 31 Ultrasounds  

 31 Colposcopies with its 

instruments 

 31 Incubators for Newborns  

 31 OB-GYN surgical tables 

 31 IV Kits 

 1 Portable MRI  

 1 Nuclear Camera 

 1 Surgical Microscope to repair 

Cataracts 

 1 Portable X-Ray Machine 

 2 Ambulances 

 1 Hospital Sterilizer, plus 

 And the following list of extra 

supplies for the clinics and 

hospitals; Infant/Newborn Care 

Supplies, Surgical 

Instrumental and Seats, 

Reusable Surgical & Hospital 

Linens, Clinical Exam 

Supplies, Anesthesia Supplies, 

Ophthalmic Surgery Supplies, 

Personal Protection Kits.  

Globus Relief is also helping obtain 

the adequate technical training and 

support for Doctors and Technicians 

of Chiapas by bringing them here to 

Salt Lake to be trained, and also 

sending their own technicians to 

Chiapas, Mexico. This training is 

crucial for the success of the 

project.  

This project has been possible 

because of the great organization 

known as Rotary International (RI). 

We have the privilege in Salt Lake 

City to house one of a handful o f 

Hispanic Rotary Clubs in the U.S., 

the Hispano Latino Rotary Club of 

Salt Lake City. Thanks to their 

Leadership and the support of the 

Utah Rotary District 5420, this 

Humanitarian Project will save 

thousands of lives in the years to 

come.   
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